
" TIME TABLE TO THE CIVIL WAR " 

1787 - United States Constitution: Art.IV. Sec.2. Part 3. 1797 - Invention 

of the Cotton Gin. 
 
1804 - Louisiana Purchase. 

 
1812 - War of 1812. 

 

1820 - Missouri Compromise or Compromise of 1820. 1831 - 

Wm. Lloyd Garrison founded "The L iberator" .  1832 - T a r i f f  

Act passed by Congress. 
 

1833 - Anti-slavery Society Farmed. 

1840 - Liberty Party Formed. 
1846 
1848 - Mexican War. 

 
1846 - Wilmot Prov is io .  

 
4850 - Compromise of 1850. 

a. Fugitive Slave Act. 
b. Underground Railroad. 

 
1852 -- Harriet Beecher Stowe published "Uncle Tom's Cabin" ( L i f e  

Among The Lowly) 
 
1854 - Kansas - Nebraska Act. 

 
1857 -- Dredd Scott Case. 

 

1859 - John Brown's Raid on Harpers Ferry. 1860 - 

L inco ln  Elected President. 
 
1860 - South Carolina Secedes. 
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by l o c a l  m i l i t i a ,  r e i n f o r c e d  by  a  company o f  Mar ines  under  the  
command o f  Rober t  E .  Lee ,  ten  o f  Brown 's  men,  inc lud ing  two o f  h is  
sons ,  were  k i l l e d ,  Brown h imse l f  was  wounded and captured .  Ar res ted  
and charged w i th  var ious  c r imes inc lud ing  t reason and murder ,  he  was  
conv ic ted  and hanged December  2 ,1859 a t  Char les ton ,  V i r g i n i a .  (now 
West  V i r g i n i a )  

The F ina l  and  most  decisive act to infuriate the  South  was  the  
e l e c t i o n  o f  Abraham L inco ln  as  Pres ident  in  1860.  Before  1860 many 
Southern  s t a t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  South  Caro l ina  made i t  c l e a r  tha t  i f  the  
Nor th  ga ined c o n t r o l  o f  Congress  they  wou ld  secede .  L inco ln  won the  
e l e c t i o n  w i thou t  c a r r y i ng  any  o f  the  Southern  S t a t e s ,  even thou g h  he  
had p ledged h imse l f  no t  to  i n t e r f e r e  with s lavery  where  i t  e x i s t e d ,  
bu t  by  the  same token was  known to  be  conv inced tha t  s l a v e r y  shou ld  
no t  s p read to  the  newly  acqu i red  t e r r i t o r i e s .  Fo l l ow ing  the  e l e c t i o n ,  
South  Caro l ina  adopted  the  "Ord inance OF Sec es s i on "  on  December  
20 ,1860.  Wi th in  s i x  weeks  the  s t a t e s  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  F lo r ida ,  A la -
bama,  Lou i s i ana ,  Georg ia  and Texas  f o l l o w e d .  When For t  Sumter  was  
f i r e d  upon on  Apr i l  12 ,1861 and L inco ln  c a l l e d  f o r  t roops  to  pu t  down 
the  r e b e l l i o n ,  V i r g i n i a ,  Arkansas  Tennessee and Nor th  Caro l ina  a l s o  
dec ided to  jo in  the  Confederacy .  
 
 

THE DIE WAS CAST !  !  
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The  "War  Be tween  t he  S t a t e s " ,  as  f a r  as  a l l  wa rs  f ough t  b e f o r e  and  
s i n c e ,  had  many  d i r e c t  and  i n d i r e c t  causes ,  spa rked  i n t o  a c t u a l i t y  by  a  
s i n g l e  even t .  Fo r  t he  " C i v i l  Wa r "  t he  causes  go  back  t o  t he  b i r t h  o f  t he  
Un ion ,  i g n i t e d  by  t he  e l e c t i o n  o f  Ab raham L inco ln  as  P res i den t  o f  t he  
Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  

I n  any  s tudy  o f  t he  C i v i l  Wa r ,  one  mus t  bea r  i n  m ind  t ha t  each  o f  t he  
o r i g i n a l  s t a t e s  ( c o l o n i e s )  f e l t  i t  had  an  impo r tance  t ha t  su rmoun ted  
t he  bond  t ha t  un i t ed  t hem.  They  we re  i n  e f f e c t  " f r e e  and  i ndependen t "  
states by reason  o f  t h e i r  v i c t o r y  i n  t he  Revo lu t i ona ry  War .  John  C .  

Ca lhoun ,  Sou th  Ca ro l i na ’ s  g rea t  s t a tesman  he ld  t he  f ee l i ng  t ha t  a  s t a te  
cou ld ,  i f  i t  so  des i r ed ,  w i t hd raw  f r om the  Un ion .  Th i s  f e e l i n g  was  no t  
l i m i t e d  t o  t he  Sou the rn  S t a t e s ,  as  V i r g i n i a  and  t he  immense  t e r r i t o r y  
o f  I l l i n o i s ,  I nd i ana ,  Oh io  and  W iscons in  a l so  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h i s  d o c t r i n e .  
Secess ion  was  no t  a  new  concep t .  I n  1814 ,  t he  New  Eng land  S t a t e s  
t a l k e d  secess ion  because  t hey  f e l t  t h a t  t he  na t i on  was  dom ina ted  by  
t he  Sou th .  Thus  t he  dogma  o f  " S t a t e s  R i g h t s " .  Sea r i ng  t h i s  i n  m ind ,  
one  Can  b e t t e r  unde rs tand  why  many  g rea t  Amer i cans  s e rv i n g  t he  
na t i on  a t  t he  s t a r t  o f  t he  r e b e l l i o n  chose  t o  r e tu rn  and  f i g h t  w i t h  t h e i r  
n a t i v e  s t a t e  i n  de fe rence  t o  t he  Un ion .  

S ta tes  R igh t s  was  a  doc t r i ne  o f  s t a t e  s o v e r e i g n t y  as  we l l  as  t he  
s t r i c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t he  Fede ra l  Co n s t i t u t i o n  t ha t  g i v e s  t o  t he  
s t a t e s  a l l  powe rs  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  g ran ted  t o  t he  Cen t ra l  
Gove rnmen t .  

Need less  t o  say ,  s l a v e r y  was  t he  bas i c  p rob lem.  How  i t  was  hand led  
by  members  o f  Cong ress  t h ru  comprom ises  and  

.  d i f f e r e n t  Ac t s  b rough t  t he  p rob lem to  i t ' s  f i n a l  b o i l i n g  po in t  -  "The  
C i v i l  War " .  Today  i t  may  be  ha rd  f o r  us  t o  imag ine  l i f e  as  a  s l a v e .  
Ye t  i n  t he  1700 ' s  and  1800 ' s  i t  was  common  p r a c t i c e .  S l ave ry  was  
no t  a  new  concep t  w i t h  The  New Wor l d ,  as  i t  was  p r a c t i c e d  as  f a r  
back  as  t he  Roman  



Empire and with cultures beyond. Slaves were introduced in Virginia as early 
as 1619 by a Dutch ship. Although moral, religious, intellectual and economic 
opposition to slavery had been raised, the Constitution recognized and 
protected slavery. 

At the time of the signing of the Declaration of Independence the Bill of Rights and 
the Constitution, the make-up of the United States was generally agricultural. 
Slavery existed both in the North and South and was accepted as shown by the 
inclusion of Article IV, Section 2, Part 3 in the Constitution which stated that "no 
person held in service or labour in one State, under laws thereof, escaping into 
another, shall be discharged from such service or labour, but shall be delivered upon 
claim of the party to whom such service and labour may be due". Basically, what 
this means is once a slave always a slave. S l a v e s  h a d  n o  p r o t e c t i o n  under the 
Constitution and were considered chattel property. However eminent leaders from 
the earliest period of national existence such as Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, 
Madison, Jay and Hamilton,considered slavery a great evil and inconsistent with the 
principles of the Declaration of Independence. Yet the issue was not pressed at that 
time 
as it was felt that slavery would die a natural death. Coming events, however, proved 
this fallacy false. 

Prior to and during the War of 1812, the make-up o f  t h e  country began to change. 
The North began to become industrialized because with the coming of this war and 
the insuing blockade, it became difficult to import finished products from foreign 
countries, making it necessary for this country to produce essentials hithertofore 
imported. With the North becoming dependent on industry and commerce slavery 
was no longer profitable to it, for slaves could not be trained to work in t h e  
f a c t o r i e s .  Consequently, following the war immigrants settled in Northern states 
w h e r e  jobs 

were plentiful. Thus, the Northern states grew rapidly in 
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population, which would prove important towards Northern control of the House 
of Representatives. The South with the invention of the cotton-gin remained 
agricultural and found both cotton and slavery profitable. 

When Eli Whitney invented the cotton-gin in 1794, a simple device which made it 
possible for textile mills to use the short staple cotton which Southern states could 
grow abundantly and cheaply with slave labor, little did he realize what an impact it 
would have on this newly formed nation. Cotton to the South became "King", and 
instead of dying a natural death, slavery flourished. Export figures dramatically show 
how important cotton became. In 1800, the United States exported $5,000,000 worth 
of cotton, roughly 7 per-cent of the nations total exports. In 1840, exports totaled 
$15,000,000. In 1840, $63,000,000. By 1860, cotton exports jumped to a staggering 
figure of $181,000,000 or about 57 per-cent of the total exports. The Southern cotton 
producing states employed 3,953,760 slaves considered chattel property worth 
approximately two billion dollars. 

Regardless of how profitable slavery became, it should be justifiably stated that 
the Southern slave owners were not the only ones to reap the harvest. By 
disregarding the "Rule or Law of 1808", which prohibited the importation of slaves 
to the United States, many Northern ship owners and captains continued to import 
slaves even though the US Navy along with the British Navy stopped ships 
suspected of carrying illegal slaves. It should be pointed out that some inscrutable 
captains, seeing they were about to be stopped and searched, simply threw the 
chained illegal counterband overboard. Census figures bear out how great this 
illegal traffic became: in 1800 the United States had 893,041 slaves and after 
1860, even after the "Law of 1808" was passed, this figure, as previously stated, 
jumped to a staggering 3,953,760. 
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The sharp  economic  d i v i s ion  be tween  the  i n d u s t r i a l  Nor th  and  the  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  sou th  now took  on  g rea t  p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  w i th  
Congressmen f rom each  s e c t i o n  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  own s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t s .  Wi th  the  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  the  Lou is iana  Purchase  in  1803  
( P r e s i d e n t  Thomas  J e f f e r s o n ,  i n  h i s  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  pu rchased  
f rom France  827 ,987  square  m i les  o f  l and  f o r  1S  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  A  
vas t  a rea  f rom the  M i s s i s s i p p i  R ive r  t o  the  Rocky  Moun ta ins  and  
s t r e t c h i n g  f rom the  Gu l f  o f  Mex ico  to  the  Canad ian  Border  -  e v e n t u a l l y  
a l l  o r  pa r ts  o f  15  s t a t e s  were formed f rom t h i s  a r e a ) .  In  1818 ,  Ma ine  
a p p l i e d  f o r  admiss ion  to  the  Un ion  as  a  f r e e  s t a t e .  A t  the  t ime  the re  
were  e l e v e n  f r e e  s t a t e s  and  e leven  s l a v e  s t a t e s  -  a  ba lance  o f  power .  
In  1819 ,  the  t e r r i t o r y  o f  M issour i  w i th  a  popu la t ion  o f  60 ,000  
demanded  admiss ion  as  a  s lave  s t a t e .  A rkansas  was  p repar in g  to  make  
a  s im i la r  demand.  Such  a c t i o n  wou ld  have  g iven  the  Sou th  the  ba lance  
o f  power  in  Congress  and  the  Nor th  made  t h i s  a  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e .  The  
Nor th  c o n t r o l l e d  the  House  o f  Rep res en ta t i ves  and  the  Sou th  the  
Sena te .  A  dead lock  was  i n e v i t a b l e ,  so  a  pa r ty  o f  compromise  was  
fo rmed,  the  f i r s t  o f  many  compromises ,  p roduc ing  a  tempora ry  
a r rangement  accep tab le  to  bo th  p a r t i e s .  Th is  was  the  "Compromise  o f  
1820 ,  a l s o  known as  the  M issour i  
Compromise ,  a  na t iona l  law enac ted  by  Congress  on  March  6 ,1820.  
d i v i d i n g  the  Lou is iana  Purchase  be tween  f reedom and  s l a v e r y  by  a  l i ne  
d rawn a t  36  degrees  30  m inu tes  nor th  l a t i t u d e ,  the  genera l  boundary  
be tween  Arkansas  and  M issour i ,  excep t  tha t  M issour i  wou ld  be  admi t ted  
as  a  s lave  s t a t e .  Fu tu re  s t a t e s  wou ld  be  admi t ted  in  p a i r s  -  one  s lave  
and  one  f r e e .  

In  1831 ,  a r r i v i n g  on  the  scene  was  Wi l l i am L loyd  Gar r i son  (1805-
1879)  an  Amer ican  j o u r n a l i s t  and  re fo rmer  who  became famous  in  
the  1830 's  f o r  h i s  denunc ia t ion  o f  s l a v e r y .  Be fo re  h i s  t ime  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  made  modera te  appea ls  to  s l a v e - h o l d e r s  and  
l e g i s l a t o r s  on  beha l f  o f  the  

s l a v e s .  Gar r i son  f e l t  t ha t  s l a v e r y  shou ld  be  ended  
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immediately and criticized all who did not agree with him. He once said, "I 
shall strenuously contend for the immediate enfranchisement for our slave 
population --- I will not equivocate --- I will not excuse --- I will not retreat a 
single inch and I will be heard". In 1831. at Boston. he started the publication 
"The Liberator", and thereby began the anti-slavery movement. Also in 1831 
he formed "The New England Anti-slavery Society". Later he organized "The 
American Anti-slavery Society". He continued ,his paper and society u n t i l  the 
end of the Civil War. Historians agree that Garrison was the most influential 
abolitionist to arise in the North. 

The abolitionists were the extreme section of the antislavery party who advocated 
the immediate sweeping away by the Federal Government of slavery without 
regard to Constitutional guarantees, vested rights or political factors. Gradual 
abolition had been the desire of many of the best men, including some from the 
South. However, following the War of 1812 and the cotton-gin making the slave 
system profitable, the new zeal of the South in upholding, increasing and 
justifying slave labor was met with new intensity in the North. In 1833 "The 
National Anti-slavery Society" was formed in Philadelphia. 

In 1832, Congress added further fuel to the smoldering fire by passing a high 
"Protective Tariff Act" to protect Northern Industries. New England and the 
Middle Atlantic States, w h o  were developing manufacturing, demanded 
high tariffs on imports so that their budding industries could grow without 
foreign competition. On the other hand the cotton and tobacco industries of 
the South opposed the tariff because they found their biggest markets in 
Europe and wished to buy manufactured goods from foreign countries because 
they were cheaper and better made. South Carolina believed the tariff unfair 
and declared it unconstitutional 
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and  a lmos t  w i t hd rew  f r om the  Un ion  a t  t ha t  t ime  bu t  a  comprom ise  
t a r i f f  a c t  was  passed  t ha t  s a t i s f i e d  t he  Sou th .  

I n  1840 ,  a  g roup  o f  d i s s i d e n t s ,  who  had  sepa ra ted  t hemse l ves  f r om 
the  Amer i can  A n t i - s l a v e r y  S o c i e t y ,  because  o f  t ha t  body ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  f o rmed  t he  f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  pa r t y  i n  t he  Un i t ed  
S t a t e s  o rgan i zed  f o r  t he  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  I t  was  c a l l e d  t he  
" L i b e r t y  P a r t y " .  P o l i t i c i a n  James  G .  B i r ney  and  poe t  John  Green lea f  
W h i t t i e r  we re  i t ' s  l e a d e r s .  The  L i b e r t y  Pa r t y  nom ina ted  B i r ney  f o r  
P res i den t  i n  1840  and  aga in  i n  1844  bu t  made  such  a  poo r  show ing  
t ha t  t hey  me t ,  i n  1848 ,  a t  B u f f a l o ,  New  Yo rk  and  f o rmed  t he  " F r e e  
S o i l  P a r t y " .  Th i s  pa r t y  opposed  t he  adm iss i on  o f  any  new  s l ave  s t a t e  
i n t o  t he  Un ion .  Ma r t i n  
Van  Bu ren  became  the  p a r t y ' s  cand ida te ,  i n  1 8 4 8 ,  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  
s l ogan  "F re e  S o i l ,  F ree  Speech ,  F ree  Labo r  and  F ree  men" .  The  pa r t y  
d i d  no t  c a r r y  a  s i n g l e  s t a t e ,  howeve r ,  i t  d i d  e l e c t  t h i r t e e n  c and ida tes  
t o  t he  House  o f  Rep resen ta t i v e s .  Sa lmon  Chase  and  Cha r l es  Sumner  
won  Sena te  s e a t s .  Be fo re  t he  e l e c t i o n  o f  1856  t he  remnan ts  o f  t h e  
F ree  S o i l  Pa r t y  j o i ned  f o r c e s  w i t h  t he  new ly  f o rmed  Repub l i can  P a r t y .  

The  Mex i can  War  is an  impo r t an t  ep i sode  because  as  a  r e s u l t  vas t  

a reas  o f  l and  became  the  p rope r t y  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  wh i ch  wou ld  
become  fu tu re  s t a t e s .  Texas  wan ted  t o  be  pa r t  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  
howeve r  Mex i c o  d i d  no t  r e l i n q u i s h  i t ' s  c l a i m .  Bo rde r  d i s pu tes  
deve loped  and  f i n a l l y  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  dec la red  wa r  on  May  1846  
wh i ch  l a s t e d  u n t i l  Feb rua ry  1848  when  t he  "T re a t y  o f  H i d a l o "  was  
s i g n e d .  U n d e r  t h e  t r e a t y  Mex i c o  g a v e  t o  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  t he  l and  
t ha t  i s  now  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Nevada  and  U tah ,  mos t  o f  A r i zona  and  pa r t s  o f  
Co lo rado ,  New  Mex i co  and  Wyoming .  Mex i co  a l s o  r ecogn i zed  Texas  
down  t o  t he  R io  G rande  as  pa r t  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  f o r  wh i ch  Mex i co  
r e c e i v e d  15  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  W i t h  t he  G lads on  Pu rc has e  o f  1854 ,  t he  
U .S .  pa i d  Mex i c o  10  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  t e r r i t o r y  t ha t  i s  now  s ou the rn  
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Arizona and New Mexico. f interest, The Mexican War gave combat training 
to many officers who later fought in the Civil War, namely: Ulysses S. Grant, 
William T. Sherman, George 6. McClellan, George Gordon Meade, Robert E. 
Lee, Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson and Jefferson Davis. 

While still at war with Mexico, President James K. Polk asked Congress, in August 
1846, to appropriate 2 million dollars to negotiate peace and purchase new 
territory. David Wilmot. a Democratic Representative from Pennsylvania offered an 
ammendment to the bill, called the "Wilmot Provisio", which declared that slavery 
should be forbidden i n  a n y  t e r r i t o r y  obtained by the U.S. Government with the 
monies appropriated. Approved by the House of Representatives which was 
controlled by the North, refused by the southern controlled Senate. The provisio 
was offered as an ammendment to many other bills. It caused great agitation thru-
out the country. The principle involved caused long continued controversy that 
became an important factor in party politics. It finally triumphed through the "Act of 
June 19,1862, forbidding slavery in any of the territories of the United States, now 
existing or which may at anytime hereafter be acquired. It should be noted that 
passage occurred after the Civil War began and the South no longer had 
representation in Congress 

As tensions between the sections rose, the pressing question facing Congress 
concerned territories received as a result of the Mexican War. Should they be 
admitted slave or free ? Henry Clay proposed a series of laws that became 
known as the "Compromise of 1850", hoping to settle the strife between 
opponents of slavery and slave-owning states. To placate the South, Congress 
gave to Texas 10 million dollars for it's claim to the New Mexico 
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T e r r i t o r y  and  se t -up  a  s t r i c t  Fede ra l  Law  f o r  t he  r e tu rn  
o f  r un -away  s l a v e s  -  "The  F u g i t i v e  S lave  A c t " .  To  s a t i s f y  t he  
No r t h ,  s l a v e  t r ade  was  abo l i shed  i n  t he  D i s t r i c t  o f  Co lumb ia  and  
C a l i f o r n i a  was  adm i t t ed  as  a  f r ee  s t a t e .  The  t e r r i t o r y  o f  New  
Mex i co ,  i n c l ud ing  wha t  i s  now  A r i zona  and  U tah ,  was  o rgan i zed  bu t  
t he  ques t i on  o f  s l a v e r y  was  l e f t  f o r  t he  peop le  i n  each  s t a t e  t o  
d e c i d e .  

The  " F u g i t i v e  S l a v e  A c t " ,  a  l aw  t ha t  c a l l e d  f o r  t he  r e tu rn  o f  s l a v e s  
t ha t  escaped  f o r  one  s t a t e  t o  ano the r  was  o r i g i n a l l y  passed  i n  
1793 .  By  t he  m id  18O0s  i t  was  no  l onge r  i n  f o r c e ,  bu t  t he  
Comprom ise  o f  1850  r e v i v e d  i t  and  imposed  heavy  p e n a l t i e s  on  
anyone  who  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t he  cap tu re  o f  r un -away  s l a v e s .  Some  
No r the rn  s t a t e s ,  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  t he  a c t ,  passed  "Pe rsona l  L i b e r t i e s  
Laws "  and  even  p r o h i b i t e d  s t a t e  and  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  f r om  obey ing  
t he  S lave  Ac t .  

Th i s  a l l  b rough t  abou t  t he  f o rma t i on  o f  t he  "Unde rg round  R a i l r o a d " ,  
wh i ch  was  a  l oose l y  o rgan i zed  sys tem f o r  t r ans -po r t i ng  r un -away  
s l a v e s  t o  No r t he rn  s t a t e s  and  Canada .  The  " s t a t i o n "  we re  g e n e r a l l y  
homes  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and  opponen t s  o f  s l a v e r y .  T h e  " c o n d u c t o r s "  
w e r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who  wou ld  t r ans po r t  t he  s l aves  f r om one  s t a t i o n  t o  
t he  nex t  a l ong  e s t a b l i s h e d  r o u t e s .  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  w a s  p r e v a l e n t  f r om 
the  bo rde rs  o f  Ma ry l and ,  M i ssou r i ,  De lawa re ,  V i r g i n i a  and  Canada .  
Oh io  had  many  l i n e s  and  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  w i t h  
i t ' s  many  members  o f  t he  S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s "  was  an  i mpo r tan t  
c e n t e r .  Ac tua l l y  t he  r a i l r o a d  was  run  by  i d e a l i s t s  who  f e l t  t ha t  no  
man  shou ld  be  he ld  i n  bondage ,  even  t hough  t h e i r  a c t i o n  dep r i ved  t he  
s l a v e  owne rs  o f  l e g a l l y  he l d  and  o f t e n  va l uab le  p r o p e r t y .  

To  f u r t he r  i n f u r i a t e  t he  bad  f e e l i n g  among  t he  No r t h  and  Sou th  was  
t he  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  "Unc le  Tom 's  Cab in "  by  H a r r i e t  E l i zabe th  Beeche r  
S towe  an  a rden t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  au tho r .  I t  w a s  a l s o  c a l l e d  " L i f e  Among  
t he  L o w l y " .  Th i s  book  f e a t u r i n g  
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i t ' s  characters, Uncle Tom, L i t t l e  Eva, El iza and Simon Legree played 
into the hands of the Abolitionists. It was first published as a serial in 1851 
in the "National Era" an Abolitionist journal, and in book form in 1852. It 
depicted the harsh, cruel l i f e  endured by slaves at the hands of their 
Southern owners. Despite many inaccuracies, the book was credited as 
being one of the most cagent single reason for bringing public opinion to 
the side of the North. Lincoln i s  alleged to have said, in reference, to 
Stowe as the " l i t t l e  lady" who caused the C iv i l  War. Probably not true. 
Certainly not the singular cause. 
In 1854, Congress again tried to resolve the situation, only to 
muddle the waters more, by passing the "Kansas-Nebraska Act", an 
act which provided the new territories of Kansas and Nebraska were 
to made from Indian land. 
It was introduced by Stephen Douglas of I l l i no i s .  Douglas included in 
his b i l l  a provision for "Popular Sovereignty" which stated the question 
of slavery in the new 
territories was to be decided by the settlers themselves by popular vote. 
It was designed to win Southern support. The slavery question was 
directly contrary to the "Missouri Compromise of 1820" which stated that 
a l l  land in the Louisiana purchase of 36 degrees, 31 minutes except that 
the state of Missouri was to be admitted lav . The b i l l  was attacked by 
anti-slavery factions but President Pierce supported i t  and i t  became 
law. Furthermore, i t  also revived the bitter quarrel over the expansion of 
slavery. 
In 1857, the Supreme Court did not help the situation by i t ' s  ruling on 
the Dred Scott case, testing whether a slave moved from a slave to a 
free state made him in essence a free man. On March 6,1857, the court 
made i t ' s  findings known, stating that Dred Scott, as a negro was not a 
citizen of the United States within the intent of the Constitution, The 
Court held that "negroes were regarded 
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in the Constitution as only chattel property, were not in the word 'people' or 
'c i t izens '  in the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Independence 
or the Constitution, remained in this condition of c i v i l  nu l l i t y  even when 
emancipated. had no rights except such as each state chose to grant them 
and could not become citizens capable of suing or being sued". This decision 
remained law un t i l  the passage of the 14th amendment. 
Another individual whose action did l i t t l e  to help the situation was John 
Brown ( 1808-1859 ), often called "Old Brown of Osawatomie". Early in 
l i f e ,  Brown acquired his hatred of slavery, which marked his career, 
from his father who was actively hostile to the inst i tut ion.  In 1843, 
Brown in i t ia ted in Pennsylvania a project among sympathetic 
abolitionists to educate young negroes. His next 20 years were dedicated 
to the furtherance of this and similar abol i t ionist ventures. In 1655, 
along with five of his sons he went to the Kansas Territory, then the 
center of 
a struggle between anti-slavery and pro-slavery forces. Under his leadership, 
the Browns became active participants in the fight against marauding pro-
slavery terrorists from Missouri whose act iv i t ies resulted in the murder of a 
number of abolitionists at Lawerence, Kansas. On may 14,1855, Brown's 
group' at Pottawatomie, avenged the crime by k i l l i n g  five pro-slave 
adherents. This act and his further success at Osawatamie, Kansas in 
withstanding a large force of attacking Missourians made him nationally 
famous as an irreconcilable foe of slavery. Aided by financial support from the 
aboli t ionists, in 1857, Brown began to effectuate a plan he had long 
entertained; to free the slaves by armed force and also arming the slaves 
themselves. On October 16,1859 his band seized control of an arsenal at 
Harpers Ferry, Virginia gaining control of the city. Surrounded 
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